
VILLA REAL SCHOOL 
 
16-19 BURSARY INFORMATION SHEET 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In March 2011 the Government announced a new 16-19 Bursary Fund to support the most 
vulnerable young people to participate in and benefit from Post 16 Education and training, 
following the closure of the EMA (Education Maintenance Allowance) Scheme.  The funding is 
designed to help support those young people who face the greatest barriers to continuing in 
education and training Post 16. 
 
The Fund has been allocated to individual providers of Post 16 Education for the purpose of 
providing guaranteed bursaries of £1,200 to all young people in the nominated vulnerable 
groups (i.e. in care, care leavers, in receipt of Income Support/ Universal Credit or Disability 
Living Allowance and Employment Support Allowance) and discretionary bursaries to those in 
receipt of free school meals. 
 
ELIGIBILITY 
 
To be eligible to receive a bursary the young person must be over 16 on 1 September and 
under 19 on 31 August in the academic year in which they start their programme of study.  
Where a young person turns 19 during their programme of study, they can continue to be 
supported to the end of the academic year in which they turn 19, or to the end of the 
programme of study, whichever, is the sooner. 
 
GUARANTEED BURSARY 
 
The guaranteed bursary is £1,200 and covers young people who are looked after, care leavers, 
those in receipt of Income Support/Universal Credit or in receipt of both Employment Support 
Allowance and Disability Living Allowance.  This benefit must be received by the young person 
and not their parent/carer. 
 
Supporting evidence will be: 
 

 Letter setting out the benefit to which the young person is entitled; 

 Written confirmation from the Local Authority of the young person’s current or previous 
looked after status. 

 
The payment of the guaranteed bursary will be paid by BACS payment directly into a bank 
account in the name of the pupil making the claim and will be paid towards the end of each 
term. 
 
DISCRETIONARY BURSARY 
 
The discretionary bursary is a variable sum up to £500 and covers young people who are in 
receipt of free school meals.  This is awarded to cover the costs such as: 
 

 Books/equipment 

 Transport 

 Educational visits 

 School uniform 
 
The payment will be paid by cheque upon approval of the application. 
 



PROCESS FOR APPLICATION 
 
Applications for an award of a bursary should be made using the application form attached. 
 
Applications for guaranteed bursary should be supported by appropriate evidence of eligibility 
and completed in full. 
 
Applicants will be notified in writing whether their application has been successful within five 
working days.  If a young person feels aggrieved about how their application has been handled, 
they should follow the School’s normal complaints procedure. 
 
 


