
   
 

   
 

Key Stage 1 - History 4 Year Overview  
The Key Stage 1 long term plan has been designed to allow pupils to build an awareness of changes within their own lives before 

moving on to develop a greater awareness of how past events and people have impacted on the world we live in today. Each 

term ensures pupils develop chronological awareness appropriate to their age and ability by beginning with a focus on life within 

living memory before delving further into the past as the year progresses. There is a particular emphasis on the use of artefacts 

and, where appropriate, visual representations of the past alongside the use of the historic environment to ensure and assure 

progression of historical skills and understanding for all pupils. The plan provides opportunity for pupils to study the great diversity of 

experiences of peoples in the past. 

 20/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 

Term 1 
Changes within 

living memory 

 

Intro – My life/ An adult’s life 

using lens of toys and games 

 

Focus: change over time, 

similarities and differences 

Using primary resources and 

artefacts 

My life/ An adult’s life using 

the lens of transport 

 

Focus: change over time, 

similarities and differences 

Using artefacts and primary 

resources 

My life/ An adult’s life using 

lens of work over time 

 

Focus: change over time, 

similarities and differences 

Using primary resources and 

artefacts 

Intro – My life/An adult’s life 

using the lens of holidays 

 

Focus: change over time, 

similarities and differences 

Using primary resources and 

artefacts 

 

Term 2 

Significant 

people and 

events in the 

past 

 

How did Rosa Parks help 

change the world? 

 

 

 

Focus: significance, change, 

primary sources, photographs 

Shackleton’s Amazing 

Journey 

 
 
 

Focus: significance, 

geographical awareness, 

primary sources 

Why do we remember 

Florence Nightingale? 

 

 

 

Focus: significance, 

chronology, work 

Why do we remember 

Amelia, Bessie, Orville and 

Wilbur? 

(pioneers of flight) 

 

Focus: chronology, 

technology, change 

 

Term 3 
Significant 

historical events, 

people and 

places in their 

own locality 

Durham Cathedral 

 

 

Focus: historical significance 

and use of historic 

environment 

George Stephenson and 

locomotion 

 

Focus: historical 

significance and use of 

historic environment 

Beamish – mines, farms, 

stores 

 

Focus: historical 

significance and use of 

historic environment 

Souter Lighthouse 

 

 

Focus: historical significance 

and use of historic 

environment 

 

 



   
 

   
 

Key Stage 2 – History 4 Year Overview 
Key stage 2 long term plan focuses on further developing skills and knowledge from previous key stage. The topics chosen have clear links to 

the key stage 1 long term plan allowing the opportunity to build on prior learning ensuring a progressive curriculum. Pupils will revisit key 

language and concepts throughout the years to strengthen recall and support memory. Each area of learning is posed as a key questions 

placing a particular emphasis on developing critical thinking skills. To ensure pupils build a strong and clear chronology of Britain and the wider 

world, pupils learn about an aspect of the distant past, and as the year progresses, they move into more recent events of history. A key focus is 

around historical enquiry and using sources of evidence to find out about the past. In key stage 2 we continue to develop a strong 

understanding of the diversity of experiences in the past. The plan ensures that pupils gain the knowledge and understanding required to 

prepare them for the next stage of their learning. 

 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 

Term 1 

 

Distant times 

and distant 

places 

What was life like for the first 

people of Britain?  

 

 

Focus: chronology, daily life, 

artefacts, geographical 

awareness 

What can we discover about 

Ancient Egypt and its 

Pharaohs? 

 

Focus: chronology, enquiry, 

use of primary sources, 

vocabulary, significant 

features and leaders 

How did the Ancient 

Greeks change the world? 

 

 

Focus: chronology, 

change, consequences, 

buildings, ideas and 

legacy 

 

Who was making History 

around the world in the 

year 1000? 

 

Focus: chronology, key 

features of a society, 

leaders, using primary 

sources 

Term 2 

 

British History 

with a local 

lens 

 

How did the arrival of the 

Romans change Britain? 

 

 

Focus: chronology, change, 

continuity, technology, 

legacy, local links 

Who were the Anglo-Saxons 

and how do we know what 

was important to them? 

 

Focus: chronology, belief, 

artefacts and simple printed 

primary sources, local links 

 

Why did the Vikings come 

to Britain? 

 

 

Focus: chronology, 

causation, migration, 

geographical awareness, 

primary sources 

 

Why were Durham’s mines 

so important? 

 

 

Focus: significance, local 

links, technology and 

economy 

 

 

Term 3 

 

Britain and the 

World 

(since 1066) 

What did it take to be a great 

explorer? 

 

Focus: chronology, key 

features and significance 

How has having fun changed 

over time? 

 

Focus: chronology, change 

over time, social history, 

similarities/differences, primary 

sources 

Who was the greatest 

history maker? 

 

Focus: chronology, 

leaders, significance, 

consequences, primary 

sources, enquiry 

What was the greatest 

invention since 1066? 

 

Focus: chronology, 

significance, technology 

and economy, change, 

legacy 



   
 

   
 

 


