
Literacy and English Curriculum EYFS/Key Stage 1 

AIMS/INTENT 

The overarching aim for Literacy/English at Villa Real School is to promote high standards of language/communication 

and literacy by equipping pupil/students with the very best command of the spoken/augmentative/alternate and 

written word. We aim to develop pupil/students love of books through widespread reading for enjoyment or/and being 

read to.  

Literacy (primary) and English (secondary) lessons, aim to develop pupil/students’ spoken language/communication, 

reading, writing and vocabulary as integral aspects of the teaching of every subject. Literacy/English are both subjects 

in their own right, and the medium for teaching across the whole curriculum. Emphasis is placed on the development of 

communication throughout the entire school day.  

The need to express ourselves is a human right. We feel that all students have the desire to mark make/write and should 

have daily opportunities to do so. Through a number of differentiated resources, students will improve the mechanics of 

their writing, develop functional writing skills and allowed to write as an expression of their own identity and personality. 

Through daily phonic lessons (Read Write Inc.) children develop the skills to become fluent, confident readers. Staff use assessment 

and coaching to ensure that children are provided with the small, repeated steps necessary to ensure success. Class staff will 

check whether the books children practise reading from, at school and at home, closely match the phonics knowledge 

they have been taught. Classes will provide sufficient time each day to teach our children to read, with the aim of 

reading fluently and confidently. 

CONTENT: 

Every class will have an English/Literacy lesson 3 times a week and a daily Read Write Inc. phonic lesson. Class teachers 

ensure that activities are engaging and developmental.  All lessons are personalised according to pupil/students’ needs 

and ability. 

All classes follow the school, scheme of work which follows statutory guidelines in a bespoke and individualised way. All 

classes have a set text which are chosen to encourage a love of reading for pleasure, to be challenging and age-



appropriate. These texts are chosen to appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage and reflect a multi-cultural 

society. 

Through the reading of this text, the following will be looked at in an individualised way and where appropriate: 

Learning new vocabulary, relating it explicitly to known vocabulary and understanding it with the help of context and 

dictionaries   

Making inferences and referring to evidence in the text  

Knowing the purpose, audience for and context of the writing and drawing on this knowledge to support 

comprehension  

Checking students understanding to make sure that what they have read makes sense 

Knowing how language, including figurative language, vocabulary choice, grammar, text structure and organisational 

features, presents meaning 

Studying setting, plot, and characterisation, 

Making critical comparisons across texts 

Using the text as a starting point, students will be taught to 

Write accurately, fluently, effectively and at length for pleasure and information through writing for a wide range of 

purposes and audiences, including: 

well-structured formal expository and narrative essays 

stories, scripts, poetry and other imaginative writing   

A range of other narrative and non-narrative texts, including arguments, and personal and formal letters, summarising 

and organising material, and supporting ideas and arguments with any necessary factual detail  



Applying their growing knowledge of vocabulary, grammar and text structure to their writing and selecting the 

appropriate form  

Drawing on knowledge of literary and rhetorical devices from their reading and listening to enhance the impact of their 

writing  

Plan, draft, edit and proof-read through considering how their writing reflects the audiences and purposes for which it 

was intended 

When it is appropriate pupil/students are taught to write independently using techniques such as their phonic 

knowledge and word banks. They are taught spelling, punctuation and grammar as outlined in the National Curriculum 

and are given the opportunity to write for a variety of purposes and for different audiences. 

Speech and Language Therapists provide further support to some pupil/students and deliver targeted 

intervention.  They also provide class teachers with targets and activities that can be incorporated into everyday 

practice, and also completed during English/Literacy lessons. 

Where appropriate, students will  

Discuss reading, writing and spoken language with precise and confident use of linguistic and literary terminology 

Pupil/students who can, should be taught to: speak confidently and effectively, including through: 

using standard English confidently in a range of formal and informal contexts, including classroom discussion giving short 

speeches and presentations, expressing their own ideas and keeping to the point  

 

 

 

 



Class Texts 

Reading is interpreted as any activity that leads to the derivation of meaning from visual or tactile representations. For 

example; real objects, photos and symbols are used widely throughout school to give all pupils access to reading 

strategies to enable pupils to progress include; phonics and whole word recognition. We aim to promote the enjoyment 

of reading and love of stories for pupils of all ages and abilities. Within discrete Literacy/English lessons we use carefully 

chosen books relevant to the age and ability of the pupils. We ensure pupil’s understanding when reading at all levels 

by questioning in an appropriate way. Sensory stories use a multi-sensory approach to involve and engage our pupils. 

Teachers differentiate texts so that they are suitable for the whole class. 

 

EYFS Hansel & Gretel by Jacob Grimm 

Snow White by Jacob Grimm 

Scarecrow’s Wedding by Julia Donaldson 

A House for a Hermit Crab by Eric Carle 

Finn McCool and the Giant’s causeway (Irish folktale) 

The Smartest Giant in Town by Julia Donaldson  

Goldilocks and the three bears by Robert Southey 

Burglar Bill & Cops and Robbers (Dahlberg)  

Room on the Broom by Julia Donaldson 

The Tiger who came to Tea by Judith Kerr  

Hairy Maclary by Lyndsey Dodd  

Jack and the Beanstalk by Benjamin Tabart 

Little Red Riding Hood by Charles Perrault 

Peace at Last by Jill Murphy 

Handas Surprise by Eileen Browne 

Rice and Rocks by Sandra L Richards 

The Gruffulo by Julia Donaldson 

Mommy’s Khimar by Jamilah Thompkins-Bigelow 

Dear Santa by Rod Campbell 

https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&sa=X&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB752GB762&biw=1440&bih=789&q=Jamilah+Thompkins-Bigelow&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LVT9c3NEypzK0otMguU0Jw4y0ycrVkspOt9JPy87P1y4syS0pS8-LL84uyrRJLSzLyixaxSnol5mbmJGYohGTk5xZkZ-YV6zplpqfm5JcDAP2P-5daAAAA&ved=2ahUKEwidrs6W0vLgAhWfThUIHd-KBvsQmxMoATAYegQICRAK


Moth by Isabel Thomas 

Julian is a mermaid by Jessica Love 

Tropical terry by Jarvis 

I could be, you could be by Karen Owen 

And Tango makes Three by Justin Richardson 

 

KS1 Hansel & Gretel by Julian Grimm 

Finn Maccool and the Giant’s causeway (Irish folktale) 

The Smartest Giant in Town by Julia Donaldson  

Room on the Broom by Julia Donaldson 

The Tiger who came to Tea by Judith Kerr  

Hairy Maclary by Lynley Dodd  

Jack and the Beanstalk by Benjamin Tabart 

Little Red Riding Hood by Charles Perrault 

Peace at Last by Jill Murphy 

Handas surprise by Eileen Browne 

Rice and Rocks by Sandra L Richards  

The Gruffulo’s Child by Julia Donaldson 

Mammy’s Khimar Jamilah Thompkins-Bigelow 

The Snail and the Whale by Julia Donaldson 

We are going on a Bear Hunt by Michel Rosen 

The Jungle Book by Rudyard Kipling 

Twas the Night before Christmas by Clement Clarke Moore 

Moth by Isabel Thomas 

The Old Man by Sarah Dubois 

Dragon Doctor by Patricia Valdes 

Julian is a mermaid by Jessica Love 

Sweep by Louise Greig 

You’re called What? By Kes Gray 

Bear and Wolf by Daniel Salmieri 

https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&sa=X&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB752GB762&biw=1440&bih=789&q=Jamilah+Thompkins-Bigelow&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LVT9c3NEypzK0otMguU0Jw4y0ycrVkspOt9JPy87P1y4syS0pS8-LL84uyrRJLSzLyixaxSnol5mbmJGYohGTk5xZkZ-YV6zplpqfm5JcDAP2P-5daAAAA&ved=2ahUKEwidrs6W0vLgAhWfThUIHd-KBvsQmxMoATAYegQICRAK


William’s Doll by Charlotte Zolotow 

Interstella Cinderella by Deborah Underwood 

Whose egg are you? By Rob Bounds 

And Tango makes Three by Justin Richardson 

 

 

 


